Q. Does the MMR vaccine cause autism?

Q. Do vaccines cause multiple sclerosis?
A. Carefully performed studies clearly disprove the notion that autism is caused by the MMR vaccine.
Because the signs of autism may appear in the second year of life, at around the same time children receive certain vaccines (such as MMR), some parents wonder whether vaccines might cause autism.
But the vast weight of medical and scientific evidence now strongly refutes the allegation made by one British physician that MMR caused autism in eight children.
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A more recent study of 498 children in Eng​land found that children with autism were not more likely to have received the MMR vaccine, or to have received the MMR vac​cine recently, than other children.
The finding that MMR does not cause autism has now been confirmed in two sub​sequent studies in the United Kingdom and California.
The results of these three large studies were both encouraging and discouraging. Encouraging because we are again reassured that the MMR vaccine is safe. Discouraging because we are still looking for the true cause or causes of autism.
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Q. Do vaccines cause diabetes?

 
A. Although the cause or causes of multiple sclerosis are not known, vaccines do not cause multiple sclerosis.
Several news programs have aired stories claiming that the hepatitis B vaccine causes multiple sclerosis or other long-term nervous sys​tem disorders. But if one event precedes another, it didn't necessarily cause the other.
Two large epidemiologic studies have now proven that the hepatitis B vaccine does not cause multiple sclerosis or worsen the symptoms of multiple sclerosis in people who already have the disease.
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Q. Is it better to be naturally infected or immu​nized?
A. The immunity caused by natural infection comes with the high price of occasionally serious and fatal disease.
Both natural infection and immunization cause immunity. But the difference between natural infection and immunization is the price paid for immunity.
The price paid for natural infection might be severe skin infection from chickenpox, mental retardation from Hib, pneumonia from pneumococcus, birth defects from rubella, liver cancer from hepati​tis B virus or inflammation of the brain from measles.
Q.   Should my child get the new pneumococcal vaccine, or should I wait until more information is available?
A. A wealth of evidence now confirms the fact that vaccines do not cause diabetes.
If you compare children with diabetes to those without diabetes, there are no differences between groups in either the timing or rates of immunization.
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Q. Do vaccines cause sudden infant death syn​drome (SIDS)?
A. The number of children with SIDS has dramatically decreased since the hepatitis B vaccine was recommended for all infants.
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One television program recently told the story of a 1-month-old girl who died from SIDS only 16 hours after receiving a dose of hepatitis B vaccine. Although anecdotes can be quite pow​erful, they can be misleading.
In fact, since all newborns were first recommended to receive the hepatitis B vaccine at birth, the incidence of SIDS has dramatically decreased, not increased. The decline in the number of children with SIDS is because of a change in sleep position for infants recommended by the American Acad​emy of Pediatrics. SIDS is not caused by the hepatitis B vaccine.

A. To take a "wait-and-see" approach with the new pneumococcal vaccine is to risk that your child will be permanently harmed or killed by pneumococcus.
The pneumococcal vaccine was just recently made available in the United States. So wouldn't it make sense to wait a few years to make sure that the vaccine doesn't cause any unanticipated problems?
The problem with waiting lies in what we do know. Every year in the United States pneumococcus causes thousands of cases of meningitis, bloodstream infections and pneumonia in children less than 5 years old. Many children die or are permanently disabled by this infection. Every year that we wait to make sure that the vaccine does not cause any unanticipated side effects is a year that we take the very real risk that our children will be harmed by this infection.
In fact, the pneumococcal vaccine was tested in tens of thousands of children before it was made available for use and these children have been observed for several years. Further, a similar vaccine, the Hib vaccine, has not been found to cause any serious problems after more than 10 years of experience in millions of children.
Q. Is the chickenpox vaccine really necessary;
A. The chickenpox (varicella) vaccine will prevent the hospitalizations and death occasionally caused by chickenpox.
Many people think of chickenpox as a benign infection, a sort of "rite of passage" through childhood. But chickenpox isn't always benign. Before the chickenpox vaccine was made available in the United States in 1995, every year about 7,200 children were hospi​talized and 50 children killed by chickenpox. Most of the hospitalizations and deaths from chickenpox occurred in previously healthy, well-nourished, young children.
The harm caused by chickenpox infection can now be safely pre​vented by the chickenpox vaccine.
